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I do not come here as an advocate, because whatever position the suffrage movement may occupy in 

the United States of America, in England it has passed beyond the realm of advocacy and it has 

entered into the sphere of practical politics. It has become the subject of revolution and civil war, 

and so tonight I am not here to advocate woman suffrage. American suffragists can do that very well 

for themselves. 

I am here as a soldier who has temporarily left the field of battle in order to explain - it seems 

strange it should have to be explained - what civil war is like when civil war is waged by women. I 

am not only here as a soldier temporarily absent from the field at battle; I am here - and that, I think, 

is the strangest part of my coming - I am here as a person who, according to the law courts of my 

country, it has been decided, is of no value to the community at all; and I am adjudged because of my 

life to be a dangerous person, under sentence of penal servitude in a convict prison. 

It is not at all difficult if revolutionaries come to you from Russia, if they come to you from China, or 

from any other part of the world, if they are men. But since I am a woman it is necessary to explain 

why women have adopted revolutionary methods in order to win the rights of citizenship. We 

women, in trying to make our case clear, always have to make as part of our argument, and urge 

upon men in our audience the fact - a very simple fact - that women are human beings. 

Suppose the men of Hartford had a grievance, and they laid that grievance before their legislature, 

and the legislature obstinately refused to listen to them, or to remove their grievance, what would be 

the proper and the constitutional and the practical way of getting their grievance removed? Well, it is 

perfectly obvious at the next general election the men of Hartford would turn out that legislature and 

elect a new one. 

But let the men of Hartford imagine that they were not in the position of being voters at all, that they 

were governed without their consent being obtained, that the legislature turned an absolutely deaf 

ear to their demands, what would the men of Hartford do then? They couldn't vote the legislature 

out. They would have to choose; they would have to make a choice of two evils: they would either 

have to submit indefinitely to an unjust state of affairs, or they would have to rise up and adopt some 

of the antiquated means by which men in the past got their grievances remedied. 

Your forefathers decided that they must have representation for taxation, many, many years ago. 

When they felt they couldn't wait any longer, when they laid all the arguments before an obstinate 

British government that they could think of, and when their arguments were absolutely disregarded, 

when every other means had failed, they began by the tea party at Boston, and they went on until 

they had won the independence of the United States of America. 

It is about eight years since the word militant was first used to describe what we were doing. It was 
not militant at all, except that it provoked militancy on the part of those who were opposed to it. 
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When women asked questions in political meetings and failed to get answers, they were not doing 
anything militant. In Great Britain it is a custom, a time- honoured one, to ask questions of 

candidates for parliament and ask questions of members of the government. No man was ever put 
out of a public meeting for asking a question. The first people who were put out of a political meeting 

for asking questions, were women; they were brutally ill-used; they found themselves in jail before 
24 hours had expired. 
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