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Context: 
These rules are first listed in Saltaire and its Founder; published in 1873, by Abraham Holroyd (a resident of 
Saltaire). 

 

 

 

 

Rules for Saltaire Almshouses 

1.  The  occ upa nts  of  t he a lms houses  may  b e e ithe r men  or  wom en , an d e it her  s ing le ,  marr ie d or  
wid owed.  

2.  The  a lmsh ouses  wi l l ,  s o fa r  as  the  occ up ants  a re  c on cerne d,  be  free  from  re nts  and  taxes ,  a nd  
the ob l igat ion t o make re pa irs  ot he r t h an s uc h as  may be  re n dere d  ne cessary  b y  the  wi l fu l  act  
of  any  occ upa nt ,  w i l l  rest  a lone  u p on  th e f ou nde r  an d  h is  t rustees .  

3.  Eac h marr ied  a lmsma n res id ing  w ith  h is  wife  in  one  o f  t he a lmshouses  s ha l l  rece ive a  week ly  
a l lowa nc e of  ten  sh i l l ings ;  an d e ach  a lm sman or a lmsw oma n l iv ing  t here  w ith ou t  a  w i fe  or 
husb an d,  sha l l  re ceive  t he week ly  a l low ance  o f  seve n s hi l l ings  an d s ixpe nce ,  wh ic h a l low a n ces  
wil l  be  p aid w eekly .  

4.  No pe rson  sha l l  be  a pp o inte d  or ch osen  to  be  a n oc cu pant  of  one o f  t he a lms houses  u n less  h e 
or  she  b e a  pe rs on  of  g ood ch ara cte r,  d est itute  o f  p rope rty ,  or  ot he r m eans  suf f i c ie nt  f or  h is  
or  h er  su pp ort ,  an d inca pac itate d  f or  la bou r  by  reason of  age ,  d isease or in f irm ity  s o as  to  b e 
una ble  t o e arn h is  or  h er  ow n l iv ing .  

5.  The  a lmspe ople  w il l  be  a pp ointe d by  t h e f ou nde r  d ur ing  his  l i fe ,  a nd  a fter  h is  d eath by  t he  
t rustees  f or  t he t ime  be ing .  

6.  Any a pp l ica nt  f or  n om in at ion  of  e lect ion sh a l l  sen d t o t he  f ou nde r  d ur ing  h is  l i fet ime,  a nd  
afte r his  de cease  to  the  t rustees ,  a n  ap pl ic at ion  in  wr it ing ,  s tat ing  his  or  he r n ame,  age ,  
occ up at ion a nd  p la ce or places  o f  res id ence  d ur ing  one  yea r prece ding  s uch  a p pl ic at ion ,  a lso  a  
writ t en  s tateme nt  of  the  a pp l ica nt ’s  c i rcumsta nces  as  rega rds  means  o f  l ive l ih ood …  I f  t he  
app l ica nt  be  ma rr ie d,  th e fact  m ust  b e s tated in t he ap pl ic at ion,  a nd  the  l ike  in f orm at ion a nd  
cert if i cates  as  be f ore  me nt ioned  m ust  b e f urn ishe d as  to  th e w ife  or  h usba nd …  

7 .  Bef ore a ny  pe rson  sh al l  be  a dmitt ed  an  inm ate of  a ny  of  the  a lmsh ouses ,  he  or  she sh al l  s ign  a  
pape r ,  in  su ch  f orm as  sh al l  be  p resc r ib ed,  by  wh ich  he  or  she  sha l l  un de rtake t o qu it  an d g ive  
and  g ive  u p t he  h ouse  to  b e oc cu pie d b y  h im or he r w heneve r  re qu i re d t o do  s o b y  t he foun de r 
or  the  t rustees ;  t o ab id e by  a nd  obse rve a l l  th e regu lat ions  now  ma de  or he rea fter  to  be m ade  
in  regard t o  the  occ upat ion  o f  t he  a lms houses ,  an d t he  c on du ct  of  th e in mates  there of.  

8.  In  th e eve nt  of  a ny  in mate o f  t he sa id a lmshouses  leav ing  a  w id ow  at  h is  d eath ,  such  w id ow 
shal l ,  i f  she  g ives  n ot ice  in  wr it ing  o f  he r des i re  to  c ont inue  t o res ide  in t he  sa id a lms houses ,  
be cons ide red  a n a pp l ica nt …  w ith out  a n y  fu rt her  c om pl ia nce  w ith  the  pre ced ing  rules  f or 
app l icat ion  f or a dm iss ion.  

9.  Eac h house is  to  be  ke pt  c le an  by  or at  t he ex pense  of  the  occ upa nt ,  a nd  a ny  da mage to  a ny  of  
the houses ,  f ix t ures ,  or fu rnit ure,  m ust  be m ade  good  by  the  occ up ant ,  or oth erwise  t he cost  
there of  w i l l  b e  ded ucte d f rom  th e week ly  a l low an ce t he reaft er  to  b ec ome du e t o e ac h  
occ up ant .  The f ou nde r or h is  t rustees  w il l  make  a  pe r iodica l  inspect ion  o f  the  a lmsh ouses  f or  
the pu rp ose  o f  as cert a in ing  t hat  th is  rule  is  obse rved.  

10.  None of  t he in mates  of  t he a lms houses  shal l  u nde r let  t he  tenem ent  ass ig ned  to  h im  or he re or 
any  pa rt  t hereof,  or  take  any  pe rs on  to  lodge or res ide  the re in ,  wit h out  the  w ri t ten pe rmiss ion 
of  the  f oun der ,  or  o f  t he t rustees ,  or  o f  some  two of  suc h t rustees  f i rs t  obtaine d;  n or sh al l  any  
such  inmat e take  in  wash ing ,  or ca rry  on a ny  t ra de or bus iness  o f  a ny  k in d ,  n or  sha l l  a ny  of  th e 
inm ates  a bsent  the mselves  f rom t he a lmshouses  f or a  per iod  excee d ing  f orty -e ight  h ou rs  
with out  th e l i fe  wr it te n consent ,  an d t h en on ly  f or  su ch  t ime as  sha l l  be  the re b y  aut hor ised.  

11.  The  Garde n in  t he S qu are  op pos ite  the  houses  w il l  b e  u nd er  the  c ha rge of  th e f ou nde r ,  a n d 
afte r his  de ath  o f  t he t rustees ,  a nd  it  w i l l  be  th e duty  o f  e ac h occ u pant  to  p rot ect  t he property  
there in from  inj ury .  The  c him neys  w i l l  b e  swept  at  t he  expe nse of  t he foun de r or t rustees .  

12.  No c lot hes  are  t o be hu ng  out  t o dry  in  front  o f  any  o f  t he  h ouses .  
13.  I f  a ny  in mate o f  t he a lms houses  sh al l  at  any  t ime afte r h is  or  he r  e lect ion  ma rry ,  or  w il fu l ly  

dis obey  or  inf r inge  any  of  these  regu lat ions ,  or a ny  of  th e ru les  o f  t he I nst it ut ion,  or  i f  i t  sha l l  
at  any  t ime  ap pea r  t hat  any  inmat e,  or  t he w if e  of  a ny  inm ate,  is  gu i lty  of  ins ob riety ,  or  
imm oral  or  ot he r im prop er  c on du ct  … t h e f ou nde r  or  the  t rustees  w i l l ,  u p on  p roof  the re of  to  
his  or t he i r  sat is fa ct ion,  d isp la ce an d re move any  s uc h pe rson …  

14.  The  f ou n der  d u ring  his  l i fe…  w i l l  h ave t he powe r  to  a lte r,  m od ify ,  ad d t o  or exp unge  these  
regu lat ions  from  t ime t o  t im e at  th ei r  d isc ret ion,  in  ord er  th e bette r t o ca rry  out  t he 
inte nt ions  of  the  foun der  a nd  inc rease  t he ut i l i ty  of  t he C ha rity .  

 

 


